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RESOLUTION REQUESTING INCLUSION OF HB2 PROJECTS IN THE SIX-YEAR IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the recently implemented HB2 application process was designed to take much of the subjectivity in determination of highways needs versus costs from the process of determination of projects for inclusion in the Six-Year Improvements Program and three of the projects recommended by the HB2 process are within the Town of Christiansburg and serve to improve safety, alleviate traffic congestion, and provide a potentially large economic development impact; and,
WHEREAS, the N. Franklin Street – Cambria Intersection and N. Franklin Street Corridor Project will alleviate congestion on the Route 460 Corridor, which is a VTrans Corridor of Statewide Significance (CoSS) with Christiansburg serving as the retail hub of the New River Valley and the Route 460 Corridor being the heart of this activity and giving consideration that this corridor has seen both pedestrian and motor vehicular fatalities and the N. Franklin Street – N. Franklin Street is a five-legged intersection, which does not meet typical driver expectations and elimination of the fifth leg, planned entrance consolidation, and provision of pedestrian signalization should alleviate safety concerns; and,
[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, the inclusion of the N. Franklin Street corridor improvements has positive implications for the selection of Christiansburg as the site for future New River Valley passenger rail service as the New River Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization has recommended Christiansburg as the site for future passenger rail service with Christiansburg and the New River Valley having demonstrated demand as determined by the New River Valley Passenger Rail Study, which projected a very conservative 40,000 boardings/alightings in its Final Report and considering Christiansburg was selected as the rail location by unanimous vote of the MPO Policy Board after much study and deliberation with a multimodal facility planned in conjunction with the rail and the potential for a restaurant and other commercial opportunities exists; and,
WHEREAS, the N. Franklin Street - Peppers Ferry Road Connector Project will alleviate congestion on one of the business highways and serve to alleviate congestion at two of the busiest traffic signals in the New River Valley and the Town’s acquisition of the vast majority of right-of-way for this project actively demonstrates the importance of this project to the Town as well as the Town’s commitment in addition to Town plans for a major park on the recently acquired Truman Wilson land, which will be a regional asset as well as large traffic attractor and the potential for economic development from potential utilization of vacant land or increased marketability of existing vacant commercial properties should positively affect the local, regional, and state economy with Phase II of the Connector Route selected as part of the recommendation as well as the MPO’s requested Route 460 at N. Franklin Street Eastbound Ramp Construction, which would tie the Route 460 Bypass into N. Franklin Street;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of Town of Christiansburg, Virginia that the Council supports the HB2 application process and the Commonwealth Transportation Board’s inclusion of these much needed projects in the Six-Year Improvements Program.

Upon a call for an aye and nay vote on the foregoing resolution on a motion by Hall seconded by Showalter at a regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Christiansburg, Virginia held February 9, 2016, members of the Council stood as indicated opposite their names as follows:
						AYE		NAY	         ABSTAIN		ABSENT
	Samuel M. Bishop			  X
	Harry Collins				  X
R. Cord Hall				  X
	Steve Huppert				  X
	Henry D. Showalter			  X
	Bradford J. Stipes			  X
	D. Michael Barber, Mayor*
	*Votes only in the event of a tie.

												
							D. Michael Barber, Mayor
ATTEST:

					
Michele M. Stipes, Clerk of Council
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